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ever pretended to in the first institution: so far did
the crafty and avaricious priests engross the Devil's
business, that they really seemed to take the very
trade out of his hand, or as we say of an invading
tradesman that sets up under his master's nose, he
takes the bread out of his mouth.

The Greeks were the most superstitious of all
the devil-worshippers in the world, worse than the
Persians and Chaldeans, from whom they borrowed
all the fundamentals of their idolatry; and far worse
than the Romans, who were afterwards their
scholars; image and idol worship were essentials
in all their temples, which the Romans at first re-
jected with disdain; even Numa Pompilius, the
most devout and superstitious of all the Romans,
despised it; and many of the most learned of the
Roman authors exclaim against it as absurd and ri-
diculous ; however, they came into it afterwards
also.

But the Greeks, I say, from their particular love
to superstition, were the first that worshipped the
images of their gods : thus you read of the Ephe-
sians having the image of Jupiter which came down
from heaven; in like manner they had particular
images in every temple, and temples almost in
every corner; and being the fittest people to be
thus imposed upon and deluded, the priests, who
were equally subtle there as in other places, in-
vented (or the Devil directed them to) that grossest
of all cheats, the oracles of their gods, to whose
temples they constantly repaired for answers in the
most difficult and doubtful cases; and the Romans
took it from them.

These oracles were indeed the Devil's master-
piece, for here the priests and himself juggled to-
gether in so notorious a manner, that no contri-
vance for putting a public cheat upon the world
ever met with the like success : the Devil assisting